
Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Number: 1150Proposal Title: Brotherson Chaining

DWR Region: Northeastern Region Lead Agency: NRCS

PM Phone: 4357815358

Project Description: Seed and chain 400 acres of pinyon and juniper trees

Proposed Start Date: 07/01/2008

Project Location: Approximately 4 miles south of Altamont

Shapefile Name: Brotherson Chaining #1150

Potential Risks: Risk of seeding failure.  Slight risk of cheatgrass invasion if seeding fails.  Cheatgrass is only present in isolated areas and at low 
numbers

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date: 01/29/2008

Proposed 
NEPA Action:

Proposed 
Arch Action:

Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat

Seed Source: GBRC

Regional Priority: High

Description of 
Problem/Need:

The project area is located on private property owned by Brent Brotherson.  This project is located in crucial winter range for mule deer 
and greater sage grouse.  There is also a lek located 2-3 miles away from the project site and is considered substantial brooding 
habitat as well.  It is also in substantial winter range for elk.  Other areas on the property were chained in the past with success and the 
land owner would like to remove more of the encroaching pinyon and juniper.  This will not only improve grazing for the landowner but it 
will also improve wildlife habitat.

Relevance to  
Strategic Plans:

This site is located in the shrubsteppe habitat type which is identified as a key type in the WAP.  The project will benefit teir II species, 
sage grouse, and teri III species, mule deer.  Also relevant to the Sage Grouse Conservation Strategy.

Proposed Methods: Pinyon and juniper trees will be mecanically removed using an ely chain pulled by two cats.  The area will be chained once followed by 
aerially seeding a mix of grasses, forbs, and shrubs.  The area will then be back chained to incorporate the seed into the soil and to 
make sure trees are fully removed.  It has been proposed that the polygon that is 235 acres will be funded by NRCS, GIP, and Private, 
and the  other polygon that is 165 acrs will be funded by GIP, DNR WRI, and Private.  A cooperative agreement with the private 
landowner and UDWR will be made to reimburse the private landowner for a portion of the aerial seeding ($1,155).

Monitoring Details: A range trend transect will be established to monitor vegetation establishment.  Photo points will also be established

Vegetation Monitoring Wildlife Monitoring

Cons. Outreach 
Details:

LAND OWNERSHIP

Objectives: Improve winter habitat for deer, sage grouse, and elk by removing encroaching pinyon and juniper.   Increase vegetation for livestock 
grazing.

County: Duchesne

SPECIES BENEFITING

Project Manager: Mark Chamberlain

Owner Acres

Private 400

Total 400

Greater Sage-grouse Mule Deer Elk Domestic Livestock
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Habitat Project Proposal

Project Map:

PROPOSED FUNDING

PROPOSED BUDGET

Item Description DWR Account
In Kind/      

Partner Contrib. 

Contractual Services Chaining Contract $0.00 $24,000.00

Seed (GBRC) Seed @ $80/acre for 165 acres $13,200.00 $0.00

Seed Seed @ $80/acres for 235 acre $0.00 $18,800.00

Contractual Services Aerial seeding $1,155.00 $1,675.00

Equipment transport Chain transported by GBRC $1,500.00 $0.00

Archaeological Survey Arch done by NRCS $0.00 $9,000.00

Motor Pool Vehicle Mileage $500.00 $0.00

Personal Services Seasonal employee $500.00 $0.00

$53,475.00$16,855.00Totals

Source
Amount 

Requested
Date 

Approved
Amount 

Approved

DNR Watershed (FY09) $16,855.00 $0.00

GIP $16,061.25 $0.00

EQIP $26,272.50 $0.00

Private $11,111.25 $0.00

$0.00$70,300.00Totals
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